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The sixty mile trail offers paddlers an unique
H[SHULHQFHRIÁRDWLQJWKURXJKVZDPSODQG
that was once traversed by Patriots engaged
in guerrilla warfare against the Loyalists. The
trail also features a series of short excursions
and overnight rustic camping opportunities.

The SC Revolutionary Rivers Trail follows the
scenic Lynches River from Lynches River
County Park to the cypress and tupelo laden
stomping grounds of Revolutionary War hero
General Francis Marion. The fact that Marion
and his band of militia could simply disappear
into the cypress swamplands earned him the
name of the Swamp Fox.

Indigo Landing to Lee Landing
Mile 39 – 32 (4 hrs)
This is a great excursion for beginner and more
experienced paddlers. Call to make plans with
River Rats for kayak or canoe rental. Bring along
a light lunch to enjoy as you stop to stretch your
legs along the way. River Rats will be happy to
accompany you if you’d like a guided tour.
Half Moon Landing to Snow’s Lake
Mile 20 – 4 + 5 miles on Mill Creek (overnight)
This part of the trail takes you right into the old
stomping grounds of General Francis Marion.
If you’ve only been out paddling a few times,
we recommend a guided tour for this stretch.
Call on River Rats or Swamp Fox Canoe Rentals
to accompany you on this overnight excursion.
Camping gear rental is available.

0RVWSRSXODUH[FXUVLRQV LWLQHUDULHV
Lynches River Park to Hwy 52
Mile 55 – 50 (2 hrs)
This is a great short excursion for beginner
paddlers. You can make reservations with
Lynches River County Park to rent canoes and
to be picked up at the landing when you’ve
ÀQLVKHG7KH/\QFKHV6FHQLF5LYHU:DWHU7UDLO
Guide (www.dnr.sc.gov/water/envaff/river/pdf/
LynchesBookComplete) provided by SCDNR
has detailed information about Lynches River
including the best times to paddle, boater
education, river etiquette, and safety.
Private landing to Indigo Landing
Mile 44 – 39 (2 hrs)
This is a great excursion for beginner paddlers.
Call to make plans with River Rats for kayak or
canoe rental. They’ll drop you off at the private
landing, and your car will be waiting for you at
the end. River Rats can also go along with you if
you’d prefer to paddle with a guide.

Venters Landing to Snow’s Lake
Mile 8 – 4 + 5 miles on Mill Creek (5 hrs)
Take this route and imagine the Swamp Fox
hiding along the banks amid the cypress trees.
We recommend a guided tour for this stretch.
Swamp Fox Canoes will be happy to hook you
up with kayaks and gear. Bring along a light
lunch to enjoy as you stop to stretch your legs
along the way.
Allison’s Landing to Dunham’s Bluff
six miles on Great Pee Dee River (3 hrs)
Swamp Fox Adventures would be delighted to
accompany you as a tour guide along the Great
Pee Dee Scenic River. This trip will take you from
the wide expanses of the Great Pee Dee River to
an area surrounded by tidal swamp forests. The
excursion ends at the location of General Francis
0DULRQ V5HYROXWLRQDU\:DUHDUWKHQIRUWLÀFDWLRQV
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River Rats Canoe Rentals
2740 Indigo Landing Road, Scranton
843.389.4656, 843.687.1673
barryfrick@yahoo.com
www.riverratscanoerentals.com

Swamp Fox Canoe Rentals
441 Kingsburg Highway, Johnsonville
843.621.5641
TerryHCook@yahoo.com
Swamp Fox Adventures
PO Box 549 Scranton, 29591
843.598.9447
dpaulshaw@gmail.com
www.fb.com/SwampFoxPaddlers
www.meetup.com/Swamp-Fox-Paddlers
Lynches River County Park
5094 County Park Road, Coward
34.038436, -79.789238
843.389.0550
Park open daily 9am-sunset
Environmental Discovery Center Tues–Sat, 9am5pm; Sun, 1pm-5pm
Splash Pad (seasonal) - Tues–Sat, 11am-6pm; Sun,
1pm-6pm
www.lynchesriverpark.com
Naturally Outdoors
2519 West Palmetto Street, Florence
843.665.1551
Mon-Fri, 10am-6pm; Sat, 10am-5pm
www.naturallyoutdoors.com

Landing
Hwy 403 Sardis Baptist Church Landing
Lynches River County Park Canoe Launch
Hwy 52 Landing
private landing
Indigo Landing
Lee Landing (private)
Half Moon Landing
Venters Landing
Persimmon Bluff Landing
Snow’s Lake Landing
Allison’s Landing
Dunham’s Bluff
Staple Lake Landing

Waterway
Lynches River
Lynches River
Lynches River
Lynches River
Lynches River
Lynches River
Lynches River
Lynches River
Lynches River
Mill and Muddy Creeks
Great Pee Dee River
Great Pee Dee River
Great Pee Dee River

Mile
75
55
50
44
39
32
20
8
4

From N. Persimmon Bluff Road Landing the boater has three choices of travel:
5 miles to Snow Lake Landing on Mill and Muddy Creeks.
13 miles down Clark’s Creek to Staples Lake Landing on the Great Pee Dee River.
6 miles on the Lynches River to Dunham Bluff Landing on the Great Pee Dee River.
About Lynches River:
The Lynches River has its headwaters in Union County, North Carolina, and is free flowing for its entire length,
almost 175 miles, until it meets with the Great Pee Dee River in southeastern Florence County.
The Lynches River meanders through a wide flood plain as it flows across the Coastal Plain of South Carolina.
The river’s channel width varies from four feet around tight meander bends to nearly a hundred feet in lakelike sections.
Downstream views can range from 10 feet to 800 feet.
On certain short sections, the river anabranches into multiple small streams and then returns again to one
channel only to be blocked with fallen trees.
This natural variability enhances the fish and wildlife habitat and adds to the experience of those willing to
explore the river. These natural features may be the river’s most valuable asset.
While it is a flatwater river, the Lynches River does have a zippy current and beginning boaters are encouraged
to experience the river with an experienced guide. The lower end of the river is physically and mentally
challenging and better-suited for experienced boaters, who can safely maneuver in river currents and
meandering channels that contain fallen trees and logs, commonly referred to as strainers.
The river can be utilized year round, but river passage may require portage around fallen trees and logs
that can obstruct the channel. Generally, water levels (which are measured in stage feet) and river flows
(measured in cubic feet per second) will be higher during the late winter and spring and lower in the late
summer and fall.

The river may be traveled when water levels are 2-9’ stage as shown on the Effingham Gage.
In high-water conditions, the main river channel may be hard to determine, and near the confluence with the
Great Pee Dee River water may back flow up from the Great Pee Dee River into the Lynches River. During high
water it is recommended for paddlers to take a GPS, map and compass to navigate the route and a phone for
emergency calls. At lower water levels, paddlers may encounter portage opportunities around fallen trees.
Water temperature in the Lynches River ranges between 45-50 degrees F during the winter and between 65-72
degrees F during the summer.
Geological Features
The riverbed of the lower portion of Lynches River is made up of sedimentary flood plain deposits consisting
primarily of mineral-rich alluvial sediments.
River Terraces are older, higher elevation, abandoned flood-plain deposits that represent previous environmental
conditions. The modern river and flood plain are often carved into older river terraces, and it is common for
the older terraces to form the boundary of the active floodplain. River terraces are often sandy, well-drained
deposits that frequently support upland pines.
Cutbanks are erosional features that form along the outer convex margin of meander bends. Cutbanks are steep
erosional, collapse structures formed by the lateral movement of the channel as it migrates across the flood
plain. The erosive action of the river’s flow undercuts the cutbank below or near the mean waterline, and the
surface deposits slump into the river under the force of gravity. Flood-plain sediments eroded from the cutbank
are deposited on pointbars downstream of the eroding cutbank. Cutbanks are interesting ecological niches.
Within the river channel, catfish often swim into underwater dens hollowed out in the cutbank where they rest.
Above the water line, riparian birds, including kingfishers, nest in burrowed cavities within the cutbank, and can
be observed flying into and out of small holes carved into the sediments.
Pointbars are concave, depositional landforms opposite to the eroding cutbanks and are generally formed
from sediments eroded from upstream cutbanks. Pointbars are typically composed of gravel, sand, silt and clay
deposits that form arcuate meander-scroll, ridge and swale topography that increases in height away from the
river. Meander-scroll topography is an undulating pattern of ridge and swale features that form in concert with
the forward-advancing pointbar surface. The ridges are often occupied by trees and the swales are often void of
vegetation. Pointbars are topographically low features which flood frequently, supporting specific flood-tolerant
plants such as willow, red maple and water elm.
Natural levees are depositional landforms formed from the vertical accumulation of sediments deposited during
flood events. Natural levees form topographically higher flood plain surfaces adjacent to the river channel
consisting of stratified, well-sorted sand, silt and clay. Natural levees do not flood very frequently and often
contain less flood tolerant hardwoods such as sweet gums, sugar hackberry and a variety of oaks.

Abandoned meanders form when a meander bend is cut off from the main river and abandoned in the flood
plain. Abandoned meanders can be observed in various stages of formation and range from oxbow lakes to paleochannels completely filled by alluvial deposits. In some cases, abandoned meanders can persist in the flood plain
for hundreds to thousands of years if they are isolated from the active channel but receive recharge from ground
water. Many of the abandoned meanders in the lower Lynches River flood plain exhibit these characteristics
and thus are preserved as oxbow lakes. Abandoned meanders generally contain moist, hydric soils which flood
frequently, and thus support flood-tolerant forests dominated by cypress and swamp tupelo.
Riverine Sand Dunes are unique aeolian depositional features that rise 10-30 feet above the flood plain and are
composed of thick homogenous (uniform) deposits of well-sorted fine to coarse sands, often sourced from the
river bed and surrounding landscape. Most dune ridges are oriented from the northwest to southeast, and in many
cases they parallel river channels. Their orientation and shape suggest that most are transverse dunes formed by
prevailing southwest-northeast winds 15,000-30,000 years ago when the valley was a barren environment. Similar
sand dunes occur in river valleys throughout the Carolinas and Georgia.
Depositional point bars may be found on the inner-concave side of the meander bend and erosional cut banks on
the outer-convex side of the meander bend.
The channel also contains numerous coarse woody debris snags or logjams - “strainers” that interfere with water
flowing in the channel. These obstacles add to the challenge of swiftly-flowing water and may require rapid
decision-making regarding the best navigable float paths.
The lower reaches of the Lynches River exhibit a flooded, swamplike setting with a shallow, narrow black-water
channel that anabranches into multiple channels around semi-permanent forested islands. Along some segments,
the Lynches River flows through older oxbow lakes (paleochannels), and the river is wide, deep and slow moving.
The flood plain is wide, relatively flat and contains numerous yazoo streams, sloughs, guts and paleochannels
formed by former courses of the Lynches River and its tributaries. Paddlers can become disoriented in this section
because it contains multiple stream networks in the flood plain that flow both into and out of the Lynches River.
The channel bed contains medium- to course grained sands, with occasional clay slack-water deposits. Paddlers
wishing to take a swim in this section will notice that their feet and legs sink into the mucky bed materials of the
channel in many locations.
The confluence area of the Lynches River with the Great Pee Dee River is unlike any other part of the Lynches River
Basin. The channel and flood-plain geomorphology create a complex network of distributary channels that provide
multiple paths for Lynches River discharge to flow into the Great Pee Dee River, in a delta-like pattern. Paddlers
have the option to choose multiple courses through the confluence area. During high-water flows on the Great Pee
Dee River, discharge from the Great Pee Dee River backfloods upstream into the Lynches River, creating localized
flow reversals in the confluence area. This complex flow pattern creates massive log jams, filled with all types of
natural and artificial debris, hundreds of feet wide and tens of feet thick in the vicinity of the confluence.
The dominant trees along the river’s edge, in oxbow lakes and sloughs and throughout the adjacent swamps, are
bald cypress and tupelo. Other common species along the river include red maple, sycamore, sweetgum, black
gum, overcup oak, water oak, laurel oak, water hickory, American holly and green ash. Loblolly pine occurs on some
of the higher banks and along older river terraces and sand dune ridges found within the river’s floodplain. These
very sparse but picturesque habitats are home to trees and shrubs not usually associated with flood plains and
include longleaf pine, turkey, live and post oaks and low bush blueberries. River birch trees overhanging the water
and black willow trees along exposed sandbars are common views along the Lynches River.

Vegetation along the Revolutionary Rivers
Bald Cypress

Bald Cypress - female cones

Bald Cypress - male cones

Bald Cypress - cypress knees
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Sycamore

Sycamore

Sweet Gum

Sweet Gum

Black Gum

Black Gum

The wood of black gum is tough and fibrous, and branches
do not break easily. Twirled around enough, they
eventually break, and can be used as a substitute for a
toothbrush. (info from Brantley Bowen, Park Ranger at
Lumber River - NC State Park.)
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Water Oak
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Water Hickory
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Loblolly Pine
American Holly

Green Ash
Male flowers are
in clusters.

Green Ash
Fruits are called samaras.

Long Leaf Pine
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Turkey Oak
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River Birch

River Birch

River Birch
bark

The long male flowering structures (catkins)
hang down from the ends of branches, while
the shorter female cone-like flowers and
fruits are upright.

Black Willow

Black Willow

Black Willow

Black Willow flowers from mid-late April to early May. The tiny flowers are borne in catkins. Black
Willow is dioecious, so male (at left) and female flowers (at right) are borne on different plants.
Black Willow

Aquatic Invasive Species - these plants aren’t native to the area, but they’re commonly seen.
It’s what happens when boat motors bring stowaways!

Water Primrose

Alligator Weed

Water Hyacinth

Aquatic Life in SC Revolutionary Rivers
The Lynches River supports five species of diadromous fishes (American shad, American eel, striped bass, hickory
shad and blueback herring) which migrate between freshwater and saltwater habitats for the purpose of spawning.
Additionally, several other species are undocumented in the Lynches, but confirmed from the Great Pee Dee River
near its confluence with the Lynches. For example, the shortnose sturgeon, a federally-endangered species that
inhabits coastal rivers of South Carolina, occurs, as well as Atlantic sturgeon. Both species are of state concern. The
Lynches harbors one of the best populations of thinlip chub, which is rare and restricted to a half-dozen streams in
the Carolinas. The equally or more rare broadtail madtom may also be in the Lynches River.
Along portions of the Lynches River, shad nets hang from poles and wires that stretch across the river channel. The
season to catch shad is from February through April.
The Lynches River also provides a distinctive recreational angling experience due to its high quality fish habitat
such as forested riparian zones, undercut streambanks, large woody debris and the lack of impoundments. Of
the 14 species harvested by anglers, redbreast sunfish and bluegill are the most abundant. Channel catfish and
largemouth bass are not as numerically abundant, but comprise an important portion of the recreational harvest
by anglers.
Flathead catfish are found between US Highway 401 and the confluence with the Great Pee Dee River. Five species
of catfish occur in significantly lower numbers in the lower reaches of the Lynches River. Other fish occurring in the
Lynches River include fieryblack shiner, redbreast sunfish, silver redhorse, brassy jumprock and whitefin shiner.

Shortnose Sturgeon
Blueback Herring

Atlantic Sturgeon

Redbreast Sunfish

Channel Catfish
Bluegill

Largemouth Bass

Flathead Catfish

American Eel
American Shad

Striped Bass

Hickory Shad

Land and Air Creatures in SC Revolutionary Rivers area
The Lynches River supports many mammal species such as river otters and beavers. Signs of their activity
can be seen along the river by viewing mud slides for the otter and tree or root dens for the beaver.
Many dens are piled up twigs and logs behind a tree root along the edge of the river. White-tailed deer,
grey squirrels and foxes can be seen along the edges of the river.
When camping, take care not to leave food where raccoons, opossums or black bears can wonder off
with it during the night. Also while camping along the river, you may see bats fly up and down the river
corridor in search of moths and mosquitoes. Some bat species that occur here include Seminole bats,
southeastern myotis, big brown bats and eastern pipistrelles.
Boaters may see brown water snakes or banded water snakes sunning in low-hanging bushes or glimpse
a water moccasin in a clump of emergent aquatic vegetation. Be careful gathering firewood when you
camp along the river as copperhead snakes may lie in wait for a mouse in the leaf litter near dead wood.
Many species of lizards, snakes and frogs live in the bottomland forests and wetlands that lie along the
Lynches River.
Observing these species may be difficult while boating, but they can be seen occasionally, either running
up a tree trunk (lizards) or hopping in the water (frogs). One may see the Eastern fox squirrel or the river
horn snail, both of which are species of state concern. Alligators occur along the Lynches River, but they
are shy and will avoid boaters if they can. During courtship and breeding, from April to May, alligators
prefer open waters. During the remainder of the year, males prefer open and deep waters while females
seek out nesting habitat in secluded areas with shallow water and heavy vegetation.
Most of the lands adjacent to the river are privately owned and maintained as large parcels of
contiguous flood-plain forest, which results in less fragmentation and improved wildlife habitat. Wood
ducks thrive in the wooded flood plain and inhabit the area year-round. The American black duck,
mallard, green-winged teal, ring-necked duck and hooded merganser are all winter residents. Other
winter bird species that can be observed along the river include the American woodcock, Swainson’s
warbler, wood thrush and the white-throated sparrow.
During the spring and summer, keep an eye out for these warblers: Kentucky, prothonotary and wormeating. One can also see the yellow-billed cuckoo, the redeyed and white-eyed vireo. Ruby-throated
hummingbirds are usually heard instead of seen as they drink from the trumpet and cross vines; they
commonly nest in bottomlands.
Birds of prey that might be seen or heard include the red-shouldered hawk, red-tailed hawk, osprey, bald
eagle and Mississippi kite, and possibly the swallow-tailed kite. Owls are also seen and heard along the
Lynches, and the most common owls are the barred, great horned and eastern screech owl. You will hear
and see the large pileated woodpecker. Wading birds such as the great blue heron, the great egret and
others are a common site.
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Paddlers should take care when passing under low
hanging branches as there may be active hornets nests.

The Water Strider has legs that won’t sink.Antennae sense water vibration, front legs grab
prey, back legs act as a rudder, and middle
legs propel it up to 5 ft. per second

The Whirligig Beetle
swims in circles when
alarmed, and has divided
eyes to see above and
below water surface.

The Water Scorpion
(or Needle Bug) has a
breathing tube in its
long tail so it can stay
underwater to feed.

The Back Swimmer swims across the water on
his back.
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Fossils along the Great Pee Dee River
Fossils from the banks of the Great Pee River in Florence county reveal life from the late Cretaceous Period,
the last period of the age of dinosaurs. These Pee Dee sedimentary rock layers are one of the few windows
to Cretaceous life in South Carolina.
Text provided courtesy of the South Carolina State Museum:
Cretaceous Ocean Levels
During the Cretaceous Period the Earth’s climate was warmer, and the ocean level much higher than today.
Broad, shallow seas covered many areas that are now land. Continental drift, undersea mountain formation
and melting polar ice contributed to the higher sea levels. The city of Florence was once near the coast, and
a good portion of the Pee Dee’s coastal plain was underwater.
In South Carolina the sea level may have reached 1,000 feet above today’s level. Scientists can determine
past ocean levels by studying the Pee Dee rock layers, which were formed from deposits of the ancient seas.
Exogyra costata
An index fossil, such as the Exogyra costata, can be used to determine the age of rock layers. Exogyra lived
from 70 to 100 million years ago. When scientists find this fossil, they know the surrounding rock layers date
to the period.
The hard shell of the marine mollusk Exogyra protected it from predators and helped preserve it as a fossil.
Marine animals are especially useful index fossils because of their wide distribution.

Short-necked Plesiosaur (Cimoliasaurus
magnus)
Exogyra costata
Short-necked Plesiosaur (Cimoliasaurus magnus)
Because these marine reptiles preferred deep water, few of their fossils are found in the Pee Dee deposits
at this site. Some plesiosaurs grew to 40 feet long, but the species found in South Carolina was a smaller
variety. It was adapted for powerful, long swims with a streamlined body and flippers designed like wings for
underwater flight. Fossil evidence indicates the plesiosaur fed on belemnites.

Early Crocodiles (Thoracosaurus neocesariensis)
The Cretaceous crocodile looked like its modern counterpart, found only in tropical regions today, and probably
had similar habits. Crocodiles hunt mostly in rivers and brackish water, preying on turtles, fish, wading birds
and mammals. The presence of crocodile fossils indicates this site was once a coastal mud flat.

Softshell Turtle (Trionyx sp.)
The turtle’s soft, leathery shell offered little protection from tidal-mud-flat predators like the crocodile. To
escape, the turtle buried its body in the sandy bottoms of shallow tidal streams, keeping its nostrils above the
water.
Cretaceous Bony Fish (Enchodus ferox)
This extinct bony fish commonly swam in warm open oceans. Since its body was not designed to withstand
water pressure below 600 feet, it hunted in the upper waters of the open ocean. Occasionally it would swim
into inland seas like South Carolina’s Cretaceous sea. This relative of trout and salmon used its large pointed
teeth for biting and slicing. It grew to a length of 1 to 3 feet.

Belemnite (Belemnitella Americana)
The extinct Belemnite’s internal shell, or “guard,” helped the squid-like cephalopod to ascend and descend in
the water. When the hollow chamber in the end of the guard was empty, the guard served as a weight, and
the animal descended. When the chamber filled with air, the animal ascended. If attacked, the Belemnite
put up a smoke screen from its ink sac. Oxygen isotopes in the calcite molecules of the fossilized guards tell
paleontologists that the Belemnite lived in a tropical sea.

Belemnite fossils found
along the banks of the
Great Pee Dee

Crow Sharks (Squalicorax sp.)
These extinct predators grew to an average size of 9 to 13 feet. They probably hunted for prey in shallow
coastal waters, occasionally entering inlets and large rivers.

Ancient Cypress
An ancient cypress forest has been found in the coastal plain of South Carolina. The unearthed logs, carbon
dated from 25,000 to 45,000+ years old, have been recovered from the sand quarries near the Lynches and
Pee Dee Rivers. These cypress logs are up to eight feet in diameter and one hundred feet long, which can be
cut and finished to a high polish suitable for fine woodworking. Scientists and professionals involved with this
project are enthusiastic about the fact that the logs contain hundreds of annual growth rings which present an
excellent opportunity for studying tree ring chronologies from the last ice age.

Revolutionary War and the Rivers
SC in the 1770s was mostly undeveloped wilderness, and waterways facilitated movement
better than roads and trails.
Below is an image of an 1850 painting by William Ranney of Francis Marion Crossing the Pee
Dee River. Marion is mounted, second from left.

Francis Marion used the waterways and Marsh Tacky horses to gain a tactical advantage over
the British. Being familiar with the swampy area and having sure-footed horses allowed Francis
Marion and his men to attack the British / Loyalists at night and disappear back into the swamps.
Marsh Tacky horses have been recognized as the state heritage horse for the part the breed
played in winning the Revolutionary War. Below is an image of the bronze sculpture depicting
Marion on his horse “Ball.” The sculpture by Alex Palkovick stands at Witherspoon’s Ferry (Venters
Landing).

The horse “Ball”
was obtained during
the Battle at Black
Mingo, and he
was named for his
previous owner,
Loyalist Capt. John
Ball.

Leading up to Francis Marion’s part in the Revolutionary War
British had a zero-sum mentality, meaning they thought the more money they possessed, the less money there
was for others. Raw materials (cotton, indigo, tobacco, sugar, molasses) from the colonies were exported to
Britain, made into finished product, and resold to colonies.
After the French and Indian War (1754-63), Britain’s national debt was 122 million pounds. They demanded
200,000 pounds from the American colonies as an annual defense bill.
In response to the Boston Tea Party, Britain enacted what were called by colonists the “Intolerable Acts” (like
having Boston reimburse for the cost of the tea and boat that was destroyed, and setting all governmental
positions in Massachusetts as appointments by Parliament), which spawned the American Revolution by the
Continental Congress.
SC Provisional Congress voted to raise 1st and 2nd SC (infantry) and 3rd “Ranger” (cavalry) regiments.
Lt. Col. William Moultrie commanded the 2nd regiment with Francis Marion as his subordinate. Marion had
served with Moultrie in a Cherokee border uprising in the past.
In 1776, rebels built Fort Sullivan’s palmetto log fort. Cannonballs were found to bounce off the logs, during
a British attack . It was later named Fort Moultrie and remained in operation until 1947. Palmetto trees now
grace the state flag.
Francis Marion, born in Berkeley County probably in 1732, was sickly as a child with deformed ankles and
knees. He was a Huguenot (Calvinist-Protestant) and spoke French at home. Marion had no tolerance for
disobedience, plundering, or alcohol consumption. He drank water with vinegar on a regular basis.
At the age of 15, he worked on a six-man schooner out of Charleston which was destroyed by a whale. After
five days on a lifeboat from the West Indies, Marion returned to farming - he hadn’t learned to swim.
At the age of 25, he fought under Moultrie against the Cherokee Indians in the French and Indian War. It was
at this time he learned the guerilla war tactics used by the Native Americans.
As 10,000 British moved to capture Charleston, those being captured threw parties to celebrate their last days
of freedom. Marion attended a party hosted by Moutrie’s adjutant general. As was custom, the host locked
the doors so no one could leave until the alcohol was consumed. Marion escaped from a second story window
and broke his ankle.
As Marion rode with friend Major Peter Horry toward North Carolina, Charleston was held by the British as a
primary base for supplies, making it difficult for Continental army to move to defend SC . This was the single
largest surrender of American forces. When Charleston was captured, Francis Marion was the only senior
regimental or Continental officer to escape capture in Charleston.
Washington sent 2,000 troops to SC under Horatio Gates. Marion’s men met them and were laughed off
because they were ragged and Marion’s ankle was broken.

Not following standard military tactics, Marion’s men would use distinctive whistles to communicate.
Marion’s men wouldn’t often use bayonets except for roasting fowl.
It has been said that Marion and his men could ride 65 miles in a morning (possible exaggeration).
Marion’s men would place a white feather in their hats to identify themselves during battle. Loyalists would add a
green twig to their hats.
Marion’s counterpart Sumter would reward his men with slaves and Loyalist booty, calling this “Sumter’s Law.” Marion would only allow his men to take horses and food.
Marion took command of the Williamsburgh District militia on August 16, 1780 at Witherspoon’s Ferry, now known
at Venters Landing.
Francis Marion set up a small redoubt (fortress) of musket-ball-proof logs and clay at Dunham’s Bluff.
After the loss in Camden, Marion’s group was the sole rebel power still active in the area. At Nelson’s Ferry, Marion’s
first raid as commander of Williamsburgh militia was in freeing 150 patriots who had been captured in Camden. He
only gained four men to his militia (because they didn’t look professional).
Marion’s force grew to 200 after his promotion to colonel of the 2nd SC Regiment. He later became brigadier general
of SC Troops, and his men were known as Marion’s Brigade. At Eutaw Springs, Marion was given command of the
combined North and South Carolina militia.
During the “Bridges Campaign” Marion was being attacked from two fronts and his base at Snow’s Island was
destroyed.
The Battle at Cowpens was turning point, and although Marion was not involved in this battle, he later met with
Loyalist Major Gainey who sued for peace at Burch’s Mill, ending Loyalist efforts in SC.
Marion served without pay, and at the end of the war he needed to borrow money to rebuild his house which had
been burned. The house was later covered by Lake Marion.
“The Swamp Fox”
In November of 1780, British Lieutenant Colonel Banastre Tarleton, informed of Marion’s whereabouts by an
escaped prisoner, chased the American militia for seven
hours, covering some 26 miles. Marion escaped into a
swamp, and Tarleton gave up, cursing, “As for this damned
old fox, the Devil himself could not catch him.” The story
got around, and soon the locals—who loathed the British
occupation—were cheering the Swamp Fox.
The painting to the right by Peggy McGill depicts Francis
Marion in a South Carolina Swamp

The Sweet Potato Story
Legend says that a Loyalist officer who came upon Marion’s hideout was surprised by the modest fare, as
well as the simple attire and mode of existence that he found in the American camp. He was equally surprised that the American soldiers drew no wage and provided their own rations. General Marion explained
that he and the Americans were willing to make these sacrifices to fight for liberty. The British officer was
said to be so moved by the Americans’ dedication that soon thereafter he resigned his commission and
switched allegiances, declaring that it was impossible to defeat soldiers who would serve “without pay, and
almost without clothes, living on roots and drinking water; and all for Liberty!” He reportedly served for the
last six months of the war as a private under Marion, who later fought with General Nathanael Greene at the
Battle of Eutaw Springs, forcing the British retreat from South Carolina.
General Marion Inviting a British Officer to Share His Meal
by John Blake White (1781 - 1859)
This painting was presented to the US Senate in 1899.
Oscar Marion is the African American cooking sweet
potatoes in John Blake White’s painting. Oscar likely
helped with the cooking and mending clothes, but he
would also have fought alongside Marion. In 2006,
President George W. Bush proclaimed Oscar Marion to be
an African American Patriot.

General Francis Marion’s Sweet Potato Dinner -- SC, $5 Post War Note, Criswell (Type 5), March 2, 1872.
General Francis Marion offers a dinner of sweet potatoes to British General Banastre Tarleton (17541833). Brigadier General Thomas Sumter (1734-1832), Member of the South Carolina House & Senate;
Congressman & Senator (at lower left), Major General William Moultrie (1730-1805); SC Senator; Lt.
Governor; Governor (at right).

Interpretive panels have been installed in key locations along the Francis Marion Trail.

Sources for this guide are listed below. Paddlers are encouraged to refer to the Lynches Scenic River
Water Trail Guide published by SCDNR.
archives.com
carolinanature.com
discoversouthcarolina.com
Francis Marion Trail Commission
National Geographic
SC Department of Natural Resources
SCETV - Pee Dee Explorer
sciway.net
Senate.gov
Smithsonian
Swamp Fox by Robert Bass
Smithsonian
Wikipedia

